YOUNG FOREST HABITATS
AND WILDLIFE






What is “young forest habitate”
N

= Grasses and forbs

1 Vines and shrubs m)

-1 Saplings/pioneer tree species -
-1 Pole-stage -

-1 Climax community /Mature forest




What is “young forest habitate”

0
-1 Abandoned /fallow farm fields

-1 Setting back succession in forested
habitat (cutting /timber harvest, natural
events like fire and tornadoes)
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Wildlife in young forest habitat
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Declines in young forest wildlife

89 young forest
species (birds,
mammails, reptiles)
experienced
significant declines in
the past century

Young forest birds are

especially at risk in the
Northeast US



Why are early successional specialists
declining?

Loss of habitat to
development

Habitats maturing to
forest and not getting
replaced

Fear of
cutting /harvesting

frees

PA has 50% less young forest habitat today than it had in 1960.



Continued management is required to maintain this habitat on the landscape.



How can we create more young forest

habitat?
N

Harvest Timber

Noncommercial clear
cuts and thinning ;

Control invasive species
to allow for native
species to grow

Managing abandoned %ﬁ’ﬂ

farmland and reclaimed ‘B

strip mines S
i

Use of prescribed fireto
achieve specific habitat
results™®



Timber Harvests
I

Don’t be fooled into thinking that “select” or
“diameter-limit” cuts are good for wildlife.

“Clear cut” is not a four letter word. Residual trees
for birds = crop trees for you.

(Shelterwoods, group-tree, and single-tree selection
can also be good choices for wildlife.)

Hire a professional forester and follow his adyvice.



Noncommercial cuts
I

Can be used to create wildlife habitat while
improving the future stand. (It’s a “do-over.”)

Again, residuals = crop trees.

Many methods, depending on size of trees,

accessibility, finances and manpower. (Chainsaw,
Hydro Ax)

Possibility of selling pulpwood or firewood












What help is there for you to create

iounﬂ forest habitat?

PGC Private Landowner Assistance Program
DCNR Service Forester

USDA NRCS Farm Bill: Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP) riparian and wetland
buffers

USDA NRCS Farm Bill: Environmental Quality
Incentive Program (EQIP)

USDA NRCS Farm Bill: Wildlife Habitat Incentive
Program (WHIP) Working Lands for Wildlife



Working

SNRCS

JJSE RA-RAD

Map ID: m12328

Data Sources:
Working Lands for Wildlife,
U.5. Department of Agriculture,

Matural Resources Conservation Service:;

and the U.5. Department of Interior,
Fish and Wildlife Service

Map Source:
U.5. Department of Agriculture,

Matural Resources Conservation Service,

Soil Survey and Resource Assessment,
Resource Assessment Division,
Beltsville, MD February 2012
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Focal Areas
Bog turtle

Golden winged
warbler

Gopher tortoise

Lesser prairie
chicken

Mew England
cottontail

Sage grouse

Southwestern
willow flycatcher

Other Legend Items
Water bodies
— State boundaries

= County
boundaries




Working Lands for Wildlife

Golden-Winged Warbler Initiative
Focal Areas in the Central and Southern Appalachians
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Golden-winged warbler BMPs

N
Why manage specifically for this bird?

How do we know it’s specific habitat needs, and
what are they?

O Leave 10-20 residual trees per acre, scattered
throughout or in small islands

O Residuals should be 9” or greater dbh
O Residuals should include white oak, cherries, black locust

0O Clear cut areas should have an irregular shape to
maximize edge









WHIP and EQIP
I 0 00

Simple application available from your local NRCS
office OR online (search for USDA Farm Bill
Programs)

Eligible practices for young forest habitat include
border edge cut, clear cutting (with 10-20 residuals
per acre), maintenance of existing young forest
habitat, invasive species management not limited to
exotic species



Private Landowner Assistance Program
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For more information:

0 www.youngforest.org 0 www.pgc.state.pd.us

0 www.timberdoodle.org

[0 www.pd.nrcs.usda.gov

0 www.NewEnglandCott

ontail.org

0 WWW.gwwa.org



http://www.youngforest.org/
http://www.timberdoodle.org/
http://www.newenglandcottontail.org/
http://www.newenglandcottontail.org/
http://www.gwwa.org/
http://www.pgc.state.pa.us/
http://www.pa.nrcs.usda.gov/
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